Things that worked particularly well:
The students were engaged throughout the lesson. 
They really loved the sound clips/videos I used to discuss our sense of hearing. 
They loved the Mysterious Brown Paper bag and Skittle/Jelly Bean labs. 
The students worked very well on their own or in partners most of the time during labs. A few volunteers worked closely with groups to keep them on task, but many of us just floated around and answered random questions and made sure they were on task (they all were!). 

Learning content at the right level? A way of explaining something that worked or didn’t work so well?
I believe the lesson was at the appropriate level for the students. The lesson spent more time on the students seeing what types of things can be detected with each sense, compared to learning more about the pathways to receiving signals from the environment, sending messages to the brain, and the brain interpreting those messages. The pathway was discussed for each sense, but not in great detail. There were times, especially at the beginning of the lesson, where engagement was lower than I would have liked it to be. I know that going deeper into the signaling pathways would have decreased engagement even more. 

Things I changed from the written lesson plan the day of: 
There was no time for the superhero assignment. I skipped talking about Daredevil and just focused the remaining <15 minutes on a few videos I added to the end of the powerpoint: a blind man who plays basketball, a deaf professional drummer, and a sign language music video to “Happy” by Pharrell. The blind basketball player video clip sound did not work very well, but I was able to explain what was going on. 

Comment on the kids engagement level:
The level of engagement definitely varied throughout the lesson. The students really loved the Mysterious Brown Paper Bag and Skittles/Jelly Beans labs. The other activities had good engagement, but could have been improved, especially at the beginning. The lesson started off with a lecture style for sight and hearing. Making those components more interactive in the beginning could have increased the overall engagement of the class. 

The kid’s favorite aspect of the lesson seemed:
Definitely the Mysterious Brown Paper Bags and the Skittles/Jelly Beans lab. The students had a great time making guesses about the contents of the bag and were really excited when we revealed what the objects were. Most students did a great job working on the skittles lab. A few were confused by the instructions at first, but quickly realized how they needed to work together to finish the lab. 

Things I would change in the future:
The heat was very hot in Nina’s room, so we moved to another classroom. This classroom did not have a good projector, so the optical illusions did not show up on the screen with good resolution. It could have been better to maybe have printed copies of these illusions/color blind tests to use at their desks. 
I forgot the bring my folder that had copies of the worksheets. We had the students just write down their guesses for the Mysterious Brown Paper Bags on sheets of construction paper. It was fine, but it would have been better if they had the worksheet to fill in. 





